Doug Young

James D. Young is from Erlanger, Kentucky and attended Lloyd High School. Doug entered the Marines in May of 1968. Doug served with "C" Company, 1st Battalion, 1st Marines in several locations in Vietnam distinguishing himself and honoring his Country in combat. He was honorably discharged in 1970. Some twenty years later he expressed his feelings about his military experience in poetry. Doug has been kind enough to allow us to share his poetry and some of his service-related memorabilia.
This is our story and to some it’s not clear; boys turned into men in that unclaimed year.  We were young, our pathways uncertain, unclear, a time we remember and hold so dear.  We were sent agar, a place to protect, little did we know it would end in reject.


We did our duty we answered the call, we did our best with no question at all.  We served and tried to be the best, assured our country would handle the rest.  Some faltered and failed and died, but to us we know we had tried.


It’s been twenty years of sorrow and dears and many who couldn’t hold back the tears.  They built us a wall that’s long and black and maybe that should justify it to those who came back.  To end the story its not quite that clear, for we’re the Viet Nam Vets who live in fear. A constant reminder of that dreadful year.


We didn’t seek fortune and surely not fame, just relieve us this burden of the guilt and shame.  We just want our due from our country we knew and hot it can day “Thanks We Love You Too”.
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Thank you for sharing your memories and thoughts with us, and most of all thank you for your service to our Country.

